Impaired acquired resistance of mice to Klebsiella pneumoniae infection induced by acute NO2 exposure.
The natural resistance of nonimmunized C57Bl/6 mice to an intraperitoneal Klebsiella pneumoniae challenge was not significantly affected by prior continuous exposure to 20 ppm NO2 for 4 days. In contrast, the acquired resistance of mice immunized just before and infected just after NO2 exposure was seriously impaired. This could not be explained by the loss of appetite (about 30%) observed in NO2 treated mice, for neither the natural nor acquired resistance of control air exposed mice given approximately 70% ad libitum food and water were significantly modified.